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SUB J : NEW RECTOR TAKES OVER NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

1. ON AUG 5 LUIS EDUARDO MESA PPLASQUEZ TOOK OVER THE POST OF 
RECTOR OF THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY FROM LUIS CARLOS PEREZ, 

WIDELY KNOWN AS THE "MARXIST RECTOR" (BOGOTA 6480). PEREZ, 

IN A FAREWELL TALK WITH HIS STAFF SAID THAT HIS TEAM'S WORK OF 
"DEMOCRATIZING" THE UNIVERSITY WAS CUT SHORT JUST AS IT WAS 
BEGINNING. HOWEVER, MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT MESA WILL FOLLOW 
PEREZ' LEAD IN ADMINISTRATION OF THE NATION’S LARGEST UNIVERSITY. 
MESA HIMSELF HAS PUBLICALLY STATED THAT HE IS IN COMPLETE 
ACCORD WITH PEREZ' PAST POLICIES, WHICH IS INTERPRETED BY MANY 
TO MEAN THAT HE IS WILLING TO GO ALONG WITH DEMANDS BY STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY THAT THEY BE GIVEN A STRONG VOICE IN THE OPERATION 
OF THE SCHOOL. IT HAS ALSO BEEN RUMORED THAT MESA WAS HAND- 
PICKED BY PEREZ AS THE ONLY CANDIDATE WHO COULD KEEP STUDENT 
PEACE. A VARIETY OF EMBASSY SOURCES CITE MESA'S 8 MONTH PER- 
FORMANCE AS RECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ANTIOQUIA AND ACCUSE 
HIM OF "GIVING IN" TO LEFTIST DOMINATED STUDENT ACTIVISTS JUST 
TO KEEP PEACE. THESE SOURCES EXPECT THE SAME PERFORMANCE AT 
THE NATIONAL UNIV AND PREDICT THAT STUDENTS WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE REPUTATION TO CREATE TROUBLE. HOWEVER, ONE DEFENDER OF 
MESA IN THE MIN OF EDUCATION SAID THAT MESA'S APPARENT ACQUIES- 
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A TACTIC TO KEEP THE CAMPUS CALM AND PRODUCE A SMOOTH TRANSITION 
FROM EARLIER NEAR ANARCHY TO AN ATMOSPHERE OF SERIOUS LEARNING. 
THIS LAST SOURCE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT MESA, A TALENTED ADMINIS- 
TRATOR, WOULD BE DAMAGED BY THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY WHICH HAS 
BEEN LARGELY RESISTANT TO ALL BUT THE MOST HEAVY-HANDED KIND OF 
ADMINISTRATION. 

3. MESA WILL INDEED HAVE HIS HANDS FULL. PEREZ WAS ABLE TO 
MAINTAIN RELATIVE CALM ON THE CAMPUS WITH HIS REPUTATION AS A 
MARXIST AND WITH HIS GRANDSTAND PLAYS CALLING FOR "DEMOCRATI- 
ZATION" AND A GREATER STUDENT AND FACULTY ROLE IN ADMINISTRATION. 
BUT MESA DOES NOT CARRY THE MARXIST LABEL AND WILL HAVE THREE 
NEW POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WITH WHICH TO DEAL. FIRST, STUDENTS AND 
FACULTY HAVE ALREADY LISTED TO THE STIMULATING RHETORIC RE CO- 
GOVERNMENT (PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION) OF THE UNIV AND 
WILL WANT QUICK ACTION NOW. SECOND, THE UNIVERSITY POPULATION 
HAS GROWN BY ALMOST 9,000 DURING THE PAST YEAR AND MOST NEW 
OPENINGS HAVE GONE TO STUDENTS FROM OUTSIDE BOGOTA AND FROM 
LOWER ECONOMIC CLASSES. THESE "OUTSIDERS" ARE WIDELY CONSIDERED 
TO BE MOST INCLINED TO ACTIVISM. THIRD, A BILL HAS BEEN INTRO- 
DUCED IN CONGRESS WHICH WOULD GRANT "INDEPENDENCE" TO THE UNI- 
VERSITY THROUGH REDUCTION OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL, ELECTION OF THE 
RECTOR, AND GREATER STUDENT-FACULTY PARTICIPATION IN ADMINIS- 
TRATION. THERE APPEARS TO BE LITTLE SUPPORT FOR THE BILL AND IF 

IT DIES IN COMMITTEE, ACTIVIST STUDENT REACTION WILL NO DOUBT 
BE SOMETHING LESS THAN FATALISTIC. 

4. THE UNIVERSITY WILL REOPEN ON AUG 25 WITH THE HISTORIC 
PROBABILITY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS DURING THE COMING YEAR, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA OF STUDENT DISRUPTIONS, AND MESA IS 
EXPECTED TO HAVE SOME DIFFICULTY KEEPING THE CAMPUS CALM. YET, 
THERE ARE SOME HOPEFUL SIGNS FOR THE FUTURE. THE UNIVERSITY HAS 
OPENED ITS DOORS TO A LARGER NUMBER AND A WIDER VARIETY OF 
STUDENTS, THUS EXPANDING THE AVAILABILITY OF HIGHER EDUCATION. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC OPINION HAS RECENTLY EXHIBITED A KEENER 
INTEREST IN THE FUTURE OF COLOMBIA'S LARGEST UNIVERSITY. 

FINALLY, AN ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITY ALUMNI IS NOW 
BEING FORMED TO ACT AS AN ADVISORY BOARD AND PATRON TO THE SCHOOL. 
MORE RESPONSIBILITY IS BEING DEMONSTRATED IN THE APPROACH TO 
PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION AND IT MAY HELP TO BALANCE THE SEEMINGLY 
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EVER-PRESENT DISRUPTIVE FACTORS IN THE MONTHS TO COME. 
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